
Minutes of Meeting of the Review Board

Conference Call – September 26, 2005    12:30 PM

Members Present by phone:

Ben Rook

Harry Lightsey

Paula Harper-Bethea

Donald Babb

John Rivers

Bobby Pearce

Ray Greenberg (ex-Officio)

Andrew Sorenson (ex-Officio)

Members Absent:

Sam Tenenbaum

Ed McMullen

Anthony O’Neill

James Barker (ex-Officio)

Other:

Gail Morrison (CHE Staff)

Donald Tetreault (CHE Staff)

John Raymond

Chris Przirembel

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Rook at 12:35 PM.  Mr. Rook noted that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss, and call for a vote on, MUSC’s proposed infrastructure project that was initially presented to the Review Board at its September 16, 2005 meeting.  In that presentation, MUSC sought approval of state funding requests for several infrastructure projects totaling $37,261,511.   Mr. Rook opened the discussion by calling for comments and/or questions from the Board.
Mr. Pearce noted that the proposal “made good sense.”

Mr. Rook sought clarification of the role of the City of Charleston in providing funding for a parking deck, and asked about the method in which the city would retire debt.  

Dr. Greenberg offered an explanation, noting that “it is my understanding that they [the City of Charleston] will borrow the money.”  John Rivers further clarified the role of the City of Charleston, and noted that all parking garages in Charleston are funded under general obligation bonds.

Chairman Rook expressed concern that a letter of support from Joe Riley, mayor of Charleston, indicated that the city “would consider” supporting MUSC’s proposed infrastructure projects, and that such language fell short of an absolute commitment.  Dr. Greenberg expressed his confidence in Mayor Riley’s support of MUSC.

Dr. Morrison emphasized the importance of having clear and unambiguous documentation confirming the commitment of matching dollars from federal and third party funding sources, noting that MUSC’s proposal had identified several of these sources as “pending.”  Dr. Greenberg assured the Board that he could, and indeed would, provide such documentation.

Mr. Pearce motioned to approve MUSC’s infrastructure proposal, pending a letter from Mayor Riley indicating a firm commitment from the City of Charleston to MUSC’s infrastructure projects.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Harper-Bethea.  The Board voted unanimously to approve MUSC’s project, with Chairman Rook abstaining on aspects of the project relating to the Greenville Hospital System.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:55 PM. 


